MARINE DISASTERS IN NIGERIA –
COLLISION – ACTION PLAN
Unarguably, Nigeria is the hub of West Africa’s shipping activities owing to its strategic location by
the coastline, vast exclusive economic zone, inland waterways, oil production and large market
size1. In any society where there are booming and consistent shipping activities, accident or disasters around the marine are inevitable and invariably bound to occur.
A marine disaster can be described as an unintended happening to vessels on waterways. It is the
mishap of a vessel at sea, either by being swallowed up by the waves, by running against another
vessel or thing at sea, or on the coast2. Its severity may vary from no vessel damage to the complete
loss of the vessel, no cargo damage to loss of the entire cargo and no crew injuries to deaths3. Typically, disasters at sea may result into boat capsizing, collision, sinking, or loss of entire ship cargo.
The focus of this article is on Collision, with a fair attempt at giving an insight to the applicable
Laws, action plan, what to do, who to call, claim for damages, insurance claims and instituting
actions in court with the appropriate jurisdiction.
COLLISION
It is incontrovertible that mishaps are bound to happen in the course of the voyage of a ship.
Collisions between ships can be occasioned by natural causes, unlawful acts or omissions by
individuals responsible for the ship, usually the captain of the ship which collides with another. On
rare cases, the collision may be inadvertent resulting from miscalculation of distance, adverse
weather conditions and the like. Ship collisions are of particular importance in marine accidents,
which could lead to damage to ship, loss of human life or personal injury, loss of cargo, damage to
coastal or oﬀ-shore infrastructure, amongst others, all of which amount to an actionable claims
under the Nigerian Admiralty Jurisdiction Act4.
APPLICABLE LAWS
The Applicable Nigerian laws to shipping, especially when it relates to Collision are as
follows:
1. Merchant Shipping Act;
2. Admiralty Jurisdiction Act;
3. Admiralty Jurisdiction Regulation Procedure Rules;
4. Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) Act, 2007;
5. Merchant Shipping (Collision) Rules 2010 (Collision Regulations);
6. Conventions on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea,
1972;
7. Nigerian Ports Authority Act;
8. Marine Insurance Act, 1961.
Inasmuch as the Merchant Shipping Act is the enabling principal statute on Maritime
issues, the dominant regulation on collision is the Conventions on the International
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972 . The Convention was domesticated
into our municipal laws in October 20, 1972 but came into force on July 15, 1977. The
Convention seeks to regulate and prevent collision of ships or vessels. It regulates the
conduct of vessels in sight of one another and the conduct of vessels in restricted visibility,
steering and sailing5. Amongst other cogent features, the convention was designed to maintain discipline of marine traﬃc to prevent collisions on high seas. It forms the basis of safe marine
navigation by ﬁxing issues like speed restrictions, lights, and sound signals. The convention is akin
to the road traﬃc rules as it relates to approaching, passing, giving way and overtaking to avoid
collisions between two vessels on sea voyage.
More so, there is the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, embedded in the
Merchant Shipping Act, which regulates adherence to safety on the sea. A non-compliance with the
provisions of this particular Convention will be treated as a criminal oﬀence under the Merchant
Shipping Act 2007. Speciﬁcally, section 218 of the Merchant Shipping Act provides that any person
who fails to comply with and does or attempts to do any act contrary to the provisions of any safety
regulations made under the Merchant Shipping Act, commits an oﬀence and is liable on conviction,
to a ﬁne not less than three hundred thousand naira.
It is trite that any Nigerian ship that contravenes any international convention or instruments that
is applicable in Nigeria may have its certiﬁcate of ship registration suspended until rectiﬁcation is
completed.6
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